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(g) Head positioning mechanism for multi-track tape recorder. 

@ A mechanism for accurately following the 
center of a track includes a voice coil 22, or a 
voice coil 22 and stepper motor 32 in combi- 
nation. The voice coil and stepper motor combi- 
nation operate to variably position a recording 
head 12 transversely with respect to the width of 
the recording tape. The mechanism enables 
head positioning with very close tolerances due 
to the ability of the voice coil to finely position 
the head very accurately on the center of a 
track. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to magnetic tape 
recorders and to subassemblies utilized therein, par- 
ticularly with respect to recorders adapted for multi- 
ple track recording using a servoed multiple track 
head which is transversely movable with respect to 
the recording tape. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

Data recording cartridges and recorders adapted 
for their use are disclosed and claimed in U.S. Patent 
No. 3,692,255 (Von Behren). The cartridge there dis- 
closed includes an enclosure together with an end- 
less flexible belt in frictional contact with the tape on 
both reel hubs for bidirectional I y driving the tape. The 
cartridge can operate to drive the tape with rapid ac- 
celerations and decelerations, such as are encoun- 
tered in digital data recording and playback. Recor- 
ders adapted to use such data cartridges originally 
employed fixed, multi-track heads which were com- 
plex, expensive and difficult to maintain in proper 
alignment 

To eliminate the multi-track heads, U.S. Patent 
No. 4,313,143 (Zarr) disclosed a head positioning 
mechanism by which a single track head could be 
transversely positioned with respect to the width of 
the recording tape to enable recording and playback 
of any of a plurality of parallel tracks. 

U.S.Patent No. 4,750,067 (Gerfast) discloses a 
head positioning mechanism for a multi-track data 
cartridge recorder including a stepper motor, a lead 
screw driven by the stepper motor and a head mount- 
ing slide engaged with the lead screw by a partial fe- 
male thread. The Gerfast mechanism moves a re- 
cording/playback head transverse to the path of a 
magnetic recording tape. 

While the Gerfast mechanism works satisfactor- 
ily for some applications, a need has recently arisen 
to provide a mechanism which more accurately posi- 
tions a magnetic recording head on the center of a se- 
lected track in response to servo signals derived from 
servo information carried on certain tracks on a multi- 
track tape. This accurate positioning is required to al- 
low substantially higher track densities on recording 
tape. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In contrast to any of the techniques previously 
employed, and, in particular, to provide a mechanism 
for accurately following the center of a track, the pres- 
ent invention provides a voice coil and stepper motor 
head positioning mechanism for a data cartridge re- 
corder which utilizes a voice coil, or a voice coil and 



stepper motor combination to variably position a re- 
cording head transversely with respect to the width of 
the recording tape. The mechanism of the invention 
enables head positioning with very close tolerances 

5 due to the ability of the voice coil to finely position the 
head very accurately on the center of a track in re- 
sponse to servo signals carried by the tape. 

In another aspect of the invention, the voice coil 
and magnet assembly travel with the recording head 

10 as it is coarsely positioned by the stepper motor. The 
voice coif then is activated for fine positioning of the 
recording head onto a selected track thereby allowing 
use of a smaller voice coil assembly than devices hav- 
ing a magnet assembly mounted on a fixed base. 

15 In yet another aspect of the invention, the step- 

per motor and head positioning assembly are located 
on a canted axis relative to the plane of the tape so 
as to position the recording head within a limited form 
factor as, for example, in a 5.25 inch form factor 1/4 

20 inch tape drive. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention will be more thoroughly de- 

25 scribed with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings, wherein like numbers refer to like parts in the 
several views, and wherein: 

Figure 1 is an isometric view of one embodiment 
of the magnetic head assembly of the present in- 

30 vention; 

Figure 2 is an isometric view of another, alterna- 
tive embodiment of the magnetic head assembly 
of the present invention; 
Figure 3 is an isometric view of yet another alter- 

35 native embodiment of the magnetic head assem- 

bly of the present invention; 
Figure 4 is an exploded isometric view of still an- 
other alternative embodiment of the magnetic 
head assembly of the present invention; 

40 Figure 5 is a schematic view of a detail of the 

magnetic head assembly of the present invention 
coupled to a servo loop; 

Figure 6 is an exploded isometric view of an alter- 
nate embodiment of the magnetic head assembly 

45 of the present invention wherein the voice coil 
and magnet comprising the head positioning as- 
sembly travel with the recording head when it is 
coarsely positioned by a stepper motor; 
Figure 7 is an isometric view of one embodiment 

so of the head positioning assembly of Figure 6; and 

Figure 8 shows a top view of another embodiment 
of the invention wherein a stepper motor and 
head positioning assembly are aligned on an axis 
canted at an oblique angle to the transport path 

55 of a magnetic tape. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

As noted above, Figure 1 is an isometric view of 
one embodiment of the magnetic head assembly of 
the present invention. As seen therein, the assembly 
1 0 includes a support base 1 6. A head mounting slide 
30 is slideably mounted on a cylindrical shaft 18 ex- 
tending from the mounting base 16. A stepper motor 
32, such as is shown in Figure 2, drives a lead screw 
28 which, in turn moves the head mounting slide 30 
in a vertical direction perpendicular to the surface of 
the base 16. 

The head mounting slide 30 further includes first 
and second cantilever springs 14 which are arranged 
parallel to each other and vertically spaced apart by 
a distance appropriate to engage a head mounting 
member 26 so as to allow movement in a direction 
perpendicular to the surface of the base 16 but to min- 
imize rotation or movement in other directions. Amag- 
netic recording head 12 is rigidly mounted to the head 
mounting member 26. A voice coil 22 is attached at a 
first end to the head mounting member at a point 
along a line (not shown) whose axis intersects the 
center of mass of the combined head and head 
mounting member in the direction of movement. 

The voice coil 22 is positioned at a second end in 
a conventional manner within a housing 24 which 
houses magnet 20. A washer-shaped magnetic shield 
21 may advantageously be placed between the mag- 
netic recording head 12 and the magnet 20. To sim- 
plify the drawings, the magnetic shield is not shown 
in every Figure. However, it will be understood that it 
is employed in each embodiment of the invention dis- 
cussed hereinafter. The magnetic recording head 12 
is rigidly mounted to the head mounting member 26. 

The magnetic recording head 12 may advanta- 
geously be a recording head within which are mount- 
ed a plurality of transducers including a servo write 
transducer and a servo erase transducer as shown in 
Figure 5. The employment of such a head assembly 
in a multi-track servo recording head assembly is dis- 
closed in detail in patent application Serial No. 
07/712,346, filed June 7, 1991, which is assigned to 
the same assignee as the present application. Also 
as shown in Figure 5, the magnetic recording head in- 
cludes data read and write transducers. These trans- 
ducers may operate to read a servo track which is util- 
ized to supply a positioning signal to the magnetic re- 
cording head positioning mechanism. The present in- 
vention utilizes and responds to such servo signals. 

Still referring to Figure 1, in operation, the step- 
per motor 32 is used to coarsely position the head 
from track to track and the voice coil responds to the 
servo signal in a track following mode to make ex- 
tremely small adjustments, as for example, within mi- 
croinches, to follow the center of the selected track. 
The leaf springs and voice coil design give the mech- 
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anism of the invention the ability to dynamically track 
the servo signal. Higher track density data cartridges 
are now made technically feasible as compared with 
conventional methods found in the prior art. 

s Now referring to Figure 2, an alternate embodi- 

ment of a magnetic recording head positioning mech- 
anism of the invention is shown. The recording head 
positioning mechanism of Figure 2 generally desig- 
nated as 50, includes a fixed mounting base 52, and 

10 substantially parallel cantilever arms 54 attached be- 
tween the mounting base 52 and a moveable base 56 
with leaf springs 53. A stepper motor lead screw 28 is 
threaded into the moveable base 56 and attached at 
one end to a stepper motor 32. A plurality of leaf 

15 springs generally designated 58, couples a magnetic 
head holding member 26 to the moveable base 56. 
The plurality of leaf springs may comprise at least one 
upper spring 58A and at least one lower spring 58B, 
wherein the upper and lower springs are vertically 

20 spaced apart so as to hold the assembly comprising 
the head 12 and the head holding member 26 trans- 
versely to a magnetic tape (not shown) which travels 
across the face of the magnetic recording head 12 
from left to right or right to left. 

25 The rest of the mechanism 50 is constructed sim- 

ilarly to the embodiment shown in Figure 1 including 
a voice coil 22, magnet 20, and housing 24. Also 
shown in this view is a center post 60 which is part of 
the housing 24 and which provides a magnetic flux re- 

30 turn path. In operation, the voice coil 22 is free to 
move vertically along the post 60, thereby moving the 
head 12. The leaf springs 58 provide a restoration 
force against the movement of the coil 22. 

Now referring to Figure 3, an alternate embodi- 

35 ment of a magnetic recording head positioning mech- 
anism of the invention is shown. The magnetic re- 
cording head positioning mechanism of Figure 3, gen- 
erally designated as 70, includes a fixed mounting 
base 52, and substantially parallel cantilever arms 54 

40 attached between the mounting base 52 and a move- 
able head mounting member 26 by means of two sets 
of leaf springs 55 and 57 respectively. 

In contrast to the embodiment shown in Figure 2, 
no stepper motor is employed in this embodiment. In- 

45 stead, the substantially parallel cantilever arms di- 
rectly connect the magnetic head mounting member 
26 to the fixed base 52. The substantially parallel can- 
tilever arms 54 are vertically spaced apart so as to 
hold the assembly comprising the head 12 and the 

so head mounting member 26 transverse to a magnetic 
tape which travels across the face of the magnetic re- 
cording head 12. The rest of the mechanism is con- 
structed similarly to the embodiment shown in Fig- 
ures 1 and 2 including a voice coil 22, magnet 20, cen- 

55 ter post 60 and housing 24. In this embodiment the 
leaf springs 55 and 57 provide a restorative force 
against the movement of the voice coil 22. 

Now referring to Figure 4, yet another alternative 

3 
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embodiment of a magnetic recording head position- 
ing mechanism is shown in an exploded view. The 
magnetic recording head mechanism is generally 
designated 100 and includes a housing 124 including 
a magnet 120. Mounted in the housing 124 is a first 
portion of a linear variable differential transformer 
(LVDT) 102B. The LVDT includes a second portion 
102A mounted to an actuator member 110. Also 
mounted on the housing 124 are first and second 
guide posts 104, 106. The guide posts 104, 106 en- 
gage three sets of guide post bearings 108A, 108B 
and 108C. The guide post bearings 108A, 108B and 
108C are mounted to the actuator member 110. The 
actuator member 110 further includes a recording 
head mounting block 126 attached to which is a re- 
cording head 12. Also attached to the actuator 110 is 
a magnetic coil 112. The magnetic coil 112 includes 
a coil strap 114 for bringing electrical signals to the 
magnetic coil. A head lead 116 is coupled to the re- 
cording head 12 for conducting electronic signals to 
and from the recording head 12 in a well known man- 
ner. In operation, the voice coil type magnetic record- 
ing head actuating system 100 responds to servo 
control signals carried on the coil strap 114 to accu- 
rately maintain the position of the magnetic recording 
head over a selected data track. 

Figure 5 illustrates schematically a dosed loop 
head positioning servo system in the playback mode 
as described in the aforereferenced co-pending appli- 
cation with the addition of a magnetic head position- 
ing mechanism of the instant invention. With the 
magnetic head 12A positioned to read servo data, the 
output of one of a plurality of data read transducers 40 
(assuming forward motion of the not-shown media) is 
presented to a multiplexer 72 via one of a plurality of 
preamps 70, 74 or 76. It is this signal comprising al- 
ternating bursts of full amplitude and, nominally, one- 
half amplitude that provides servo control as descri- 
bed in the co-pending application. 

The servo information is processed through a fil- 
ter and demodulator 78, analog to digital converter 
80, and digital signal processor 82 in order to compute 
a servo control signal. This servo control signal is 
then sent through the driver module 84 to power am- 
plifier 86, causing the voice coil 22 to move the head 
12A, thereby repositioning the magnetic recording 
head 12Asuch that the appropriate read transducer 
is centered over the center line of a respective servo 
track. It should be evident from Figure 5 that the com- 
ponents of the servo mechanism contained in the 
block 92 are exactly the same as the elements above 
them and are used when the media is moving in the 
reverse direction. 

Referring now to Figure 6, an exploded isometric 
view of an alternate embodiment of the magnetic 
head positioning assembly 600 of the present inven- 
tion is shown. As there is seen, the magnetic head as- 
sembly 600 includes a follower 630 attached to which 
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are top and bottom cantilever springs, the top spring 
being shown in Figure 6 as element 614. These 
springs are arranged parallel to each other and vert- 
ically spaced apart by a distance appropriate to en- 
5 gage a head mounting member 626 so as to allow 
vertical movement of the head mounting member 626 
in a manner similar to the mechanism shown in Figure 
1 . One cantilever spring, such as the top spring 61 4, 
may advantageously be made thinner and wider than 

10 the other cantilever spring so that the cantilever 
springs have different natural resonant frequencies. 
In such a case, the cantilever springs do not vibrate 
together at the same frequency, thereby alleviating 
unwanted motion of the magnetic recording head. 

15 Amagnetic recording head 61 2 is rigidly mounted 
to the head mounting member 626. A voice coil actua- 
tor assembly 720 includes a voice coil 622, a voice 
coil core 623, a magnetic shield 621, a magnet 620, 
and a magnet housing 624. The voice coil 622 is 

20 wound around the voice coil core 623 which is attach- 
ed at a first end to the head mounting member. 

In one embodiment, the voice coil 622 and voice 
coil core 623 may be affixed to the head mounting 
member 626 at a point along a line (not shown) whose 

25 axis intersects the center of mass of the combined 
head and head mounting member in the direction of 
movement generally indicated by arrow 631. Also 
shown in this view is a center post 660 which is part 
of the housing 624 and which provides a magnetic 

30 flux return path. 

The voice coil 622 is positioned at a second end 
in a conventional manner within a housing 624 which 
houses magnet 620. A washer-shaped magnetic 
shield 621 may advantageously be placed between 

35 the magnetic recording head 612 and the magnet 
620. The magnetic recording head 612 is rigidly 
mounted to the follower 630. 

Now referring to Figure 7, an isometric view of the 
alternate embodiment of Figure 6 is shown with a 

40 stepper motor 732 mounted to an appropriately con- 
figured base 716. The voice coil actuator assembly 
720, including the magnet housing 624, is mounted to 
follower 630 by fastening flanges 722, 723 to oppos- 
ing members 702, 703 of follower 630. The first mem- 

45 ber 702 of follower 630 is configured to have a thread- 
ed portion which engages lead screw 728. The sec- 
ond follower member 703 includes a bore for accept- 
ing the cylindrical shaft 718. 

Still referring to Figure 7, in operation, the step- 

50 per motor 732 is used to coarsely position the head 
from track to track by moving the follower 630 which, 
in turn, carries the recording head 612. The voice coil 
actuator assembly, including the magnet 620 within 
housing 624, being attached to the head mounting 

55 member 626 and follower 630, travels with the record- 
ing head 612. As a result, the range of vertical move- 
ment of the voice coil required to finely position the 
head is greatly reduced, resulting in a more uniform 

4 
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magnetic field surrounding the voice coil. As ex- 
plained above, the voice coil responds to the servo 
signal in a track following mode to make extremely 
small adjustments, as, for example, within micro inch- 
es, to follow the center of the selected track. The leaf 5 
springs and voice coil design give the mechanism the 
ability to dynamically track the servo signal. It will be 
understood by those skilled in the art that, although 
the embodiment of the invention shown in Figures 6 
and 7 is described as employing a voice coil and mag- 10 
net assembly as a fine positioning apparatus, the in- 
vention is not so limited. For example, other electro- 
mechanical means may be substituted for the voice 
coil and magnet assembly such as, for example, pie- 
zoelectric elements. 15 

Figure 8 is a top view of another embodiment of 
the invention wherein a stepper motor 832 and mag- 
netic assembly 824 in a tape drive 850 are aligned on 
an axis 800 canted at an oblique angle to the trans- 
port path of a magnetic tape in a tape cartridge 852. 20 
The tape cartridge 852 includes a tape cartridge door 
801 hinged on a pin 803. The tape cartridge door 801 
swings open into the tape drive 850 so as to allow a 
recording head 812 to access magnetic tape 806. 

As in other embodiments described hereinabove, 25 
such as with respect to Figures 1 and 6, for example, 
a head positioning apparatus includes a mounting 
slide or follower 830, a cylindrical shaft 81 8 extending 
from a mounting base 81 6, a stepper motor 32, a lead 
screw 28, and first and second cantilever springs 814. 30 
The cantilever springs 814 are generally arranged as 
described hereinabove with respect to Figures 1 and 
6, for example, to engage a head mounting member 
826. In the embodiment of Figure 8, the head posi- 
tioning apparatus is arranged to be located along the 35 
canted axis 800. The magnetic recording head 812 is 
rigidly mounted to the head mounting member 826. 
The head mounting member 826 comprises an appro- 
priately angularly shaped member so as to provide a 
mounting surface to hold the recording head 812 sub- aq 
stantially parallel to the plane of the magnetic record- 
ing tape 806 while accommodating the canted ar- 
rangement of the head positioning apparatus. A voice 
coil, for example, is attached to the head mounting 
member 826 in a manner similar to the embodiments 45 
discussed hereinabove. The canted axis of the head 
positioning apparatus or actuator allows positioning 
of the recording head within a limited profile, such as, 
for example, within a 5.25 inch form factor 1/4 inch 
tape drive. The angle of the canted axis is designed 50 
to allow the head to clear the cartridge door when it 
is partially opened to provide access to the tape. 

The invention has been described herein in con- 
siderable detail in order to comply with the Patent Sta- 
tutes and to provide those skilled in the art with the 55 
information needed to apply the novel principle and 
to construct and use such specialized components as 
are required. However, it is to be understood that the 



invention can be carried out by specifically different 
equipment and devices, and that various modifica- 
tions, both as to the equipment details and operating 
procedures, can be accomplished without departing 
from the scope of the invention itself. 



Claims 

1 . In a tape drive adapted for recording on and play- 
ing back of data from any one of a multiplicity of 
parallel tracks extending the length of a recording 
tape and in which at least one recording/playback 
head 12, including a head mounting member 26, 
is adapted to interface with the tape along a tape 
transport path and to be variably positioned 
transversely with respect to the tape, a head pos- 
itioning mechanism 10 comprising: 

(a) linear support means 18 secured proxi- 
mate to the tape transport path and generally 
perpendicular to a direction of motion of the 
recording tape; 

(b) a coarse positioning means 30, 32 slide- 
ably engaged to the linear support means for 
coarsely positioning said at least one head in 
relation to a selected one of the plurality of re- 
cording tracks; 

(c) first spring restoration means 14 affixed 
between the head and the coarse positioning 
means to maintain said at least one head in 
the selected coarse track position in the ab- 
sence of any counteracting force; and 

(d) means 20, 21, 22, and 24 for finely posi- 
tioning said at least one head in relation to the 
center of the selected recording track. 

2. Ahead positioning mechanism according toclaim 

1 wherein the fine positioning means comprises 
a voice coil 22 which drives the head transversely 
to the direction of movement of the tape by ap- 
plying a positioning force. 

3. Ahead positioning mechanism according to claim 

2 wherein the voice coil is attached to said at least 
one head at a point along a line whose axis inter- 
sects the center of mass of said at least one head 
and the head mounting member. 

4. Ahead positioning mechanism according to claim 
1 wherein the coarse positioning means further 
comprises means for incrementally driving the 
coarse positioning means including: 

(a) a stepper motor 32 secured relative to the 
tape transport path having a drive shaft 28 ro- 
tatably mounted therein; and 

(b) means 56 mounted to the drive shaft of the 
stepper motor for converting rotary motion of 
the shaft into corresponding linear move- 
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ment. 

A head positioning mechanism according to claim 
4 wherein said linear support means includes a 
single cylindrical shaft 18, 718, 818 which re- 5 
strains the coarse positioning means to motion 
along a single axis. 

A positioning system for a multi-channel head as- 
sembly for use in a tape recorder, wherein the w 
tape recorder handles a multi-track tape, trans- 
ported in a lengthwise direction by the tape recor- 
der, wherein at least one of the tracks includes 
servo data, the system comprising: 

(a) a magnetic recording head 12A including 15 
at least one transducer means 40 for reading 

the servo data; 

(b) a voice coil 22 bearing againstthe magnet- 
ic recording head in a location suitable for 
moving the magnetic recording head trans- 20 
versely to the transport direction of the tape; 

(c) means 70, 72, 74, 76, 78, 80, and 82 cou- 
pled to said at least one transducer means 
and providing a servo track signal representa- 
tive of the servo data; 25 

(d) means 84 coupled to the servo track signal 
for generating a servo control signal as a func- 
tion of the servo track signal; and 

(e) driving means 86 coupled to receive the 
servo control signal and translate the servo 30 
control signal into a corresponding driving sig- 
nal for driving the voice coil so as to reposition 

the voice coil to a position consistent with the 
servo control signal so as to correct the head 
position relative to the servo track. 35 

A head positioning mechanism according to claim 
6 wherein the voice coil 622 is attached to said at 
least one head 612 at a point along a line whose 
axis intersects the center of mass of said at least 40 
one head and an associated head mounting 
member. 

In a tape recorder adapted for recording on and 
playing back of data from any one of a multiplicity 45 
of parallel tracks extending the length of a mag- 
netic recording tape and in which at least one re- 
cording/playback head is adapted to interface 
with the tape along a tape transport path and to 
be variably positioned transversely with respect 50 
to the tape, a head positioning mechanism com- 
prising: 

(a) support means 16 secured proximate to a 
transport path; 

(b) movable means 26 for mounting said at 55 
least one head; 

(c) spring restoration means 14 connected be- 
tween the head mounting means and the sup- 



port means so as to maintain said at least one 
head in a predetermined position in the ab- 
sence of any counteracting force; and 
(d) means for positioning said at least one 
head in relation to the center of the selected 
recording track wherein the positioning 
means comprises a voice coil 22 which drives 
the head transversely to the direction of 
movement of the recording tape by applying a 
positioning force. 

9. Ahead positioning mechanism according to claim 
8 wherein the restoration means comprises sub- 
stantially parallel cantilever arms having leaf 
springs connecting them to the head mounting 
means and support means. 

10. In a tape recorder adapted for recording on and 
playing back of data from any one of a multiplicity 
of parallel tracks extending the length of a record- 
ing tape and in which at least one recording/play- 
back head 12 is adapted to interface with the re- 
cording tape along a tape transport path and to 
be variably positioned transversely with respect 
to the tape, a head positioning mechanism com- 
prising: 

(a) support means 52 secured proximate to a 
transport path; 

(b) first spring restoration means 53, 54 af- 
fixed at a first end to the support means and 
having a second end; 

(c) a movable base means 56 affixed at the 
second end of the first spring restoration 
means so as to maintain said at least one 
head 12 in a predetermined position in the ab- 
sence of any counteracting force; 

(d) a stepper motor 32 secured relative to the 
tape transport path having a drive shaft rotat- 
ably mounted therein; 

(e) lead screw means 28 mounted to the drive 
shaft of the stepper motor for converting ro- 
tary motion of the shaft into corresponding 
substantially linear movement wherein the 
lead screw means 28 is threaded into the 
movable base means 56 so as to move the 
movable base means in a substantially linear 
direction transversely to the transport path; 

(f) a plurality of leaf springs 53 attached be- 
tween the movable base means and the 
means for mounting said at least one head; 
and 

(g) means 20, 22, 24 for finely positioning said 
at least one head in relation to the center of 
the selected recording track. 

11. A head positioning mechanism in accordance 
with claim 10 wherein the fine positioning means 
comprises a voice coil 22 which drives the head 
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transversely to the direction of movement of the 
tape by applying a positioning force. 

12. Ahead positioning mechanism according to claim 

10 wherein the first restoration means comprises 5 
substantially parallel cantilever arms having leaf 
springs connecting them to the head mounting 
means and support means. 

13. In a tape recorder adapted for recording on and 10 
playing back of data from any one of a multiplicity 

of parallel tracks extending the length of a mag- 
netic recording tape and in which at least one re- 
cording/playback head 12 is adapted to interface 
with the tape along a tape transport path and to is 
be variably positioned transversely with respect 
to the tape, a head positioning mechanism 100 
comprising: 

(a) a first linear support means 104 secured 
proximate to a transport path and generally 20 
perpendicular to the direction of motion of the 
tape; 

(b) a second linear support means 106 se- 
cured proximate to the transport path and 
generally perpendicular to the direction of mo- 25 
tion of the tape; 

(c) an actuator member 110 including in com- 
bination 

(i) a first bearing means 108A and 108B 
engaged to the first linear support means; 30 

(ii) a second bearing means 108C engag- 
ed to the second linear support means; 

(iii) a head mounting means 126 for 
mounting said at least one magnetic re- 
cording head; 35 

(iv) a magnetic coil; and 

(d) means 102B for sensing the position of 
said at least one head secured proximate to 
the transport path. 

40 

14. The head positioning mechanism of claim 13 
wherein the sensing means comprises a linear 
variable differential transformer (LVDT) mounted 
therein, and the magnetic coil and LVDT operate 
together so as to position said at least one head 45 
in relation to the center of a selected recording 
track. 



translating the servo control signal into a cor- 
responding driving signal for driving a voice 
coil, the voice coil bearing against the mag- 
netic recording head in a location suitable for 
moving the magnetic recording head trans- 
versely to the transport direction of the tape, 
so as to reposition the voice coil to a position 
consistent with the servo control signal so as 
to correct the head position relative to the 
servo track. 

1 6. A head positioning mechanism according to claim 
1 wherein the fine positioning means comprises 
a voice coil 622 and a magnet assembly 620 
wherein the voice coil and magnet assembly are 
affixed to said head mounting member 626 so as 
to travel with said at least one head 612 when it 
is coarsely positioned. 

17. A head positioning mechanism according to claim 
1 wherein said first spring restoration means 814 
and fine positioning means 824 are arranged 
along an axis which is canted at an oblique angle 
to the tape transport path. 

18. The head positioning mechanism according to 
claim 7 wherein said first spring restoration 
means and fine positioning means are arranged 
along said canted axis so as to accommodate a 
5.25 inch form factor 1/4 inch tape drive. 



15. A positioning method for a multi-channel head 

assembly for use in a tape recorder, wherein the so 
tape recorder handles a multi-track tape, trans- 
ported in a lengthwise direction by the tape recor- 
der, wherein at least one of the tracks includes 
servo data, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) reading the servo data; 55 

(b) generating a servo control signal as a 
function of the servo data; and 

(c) receiving the servo control signal and 
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